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School Safety
Reminders

Don’t come to school
if ANYONE in your
home has symptoms

Arrive on time to
minimise the number
of families on site at
any time
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Don’t gather in a
group at school gates
or in the playground

Parents/carers must
wear face coverings
on the school site

Parents/carers must
maintain social distancing
between families on the
school site
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KEEPING SAFE AT SCHOOL
These are very challenging times and we are all learning to adapt to the ever-changing situation
that we find ourselves in. The health and safety of our children, staff and their families are our
highest priority. Learn-AT schools have carried out thorough and comprehensive risk assessments
which are regularly reviewed and updated to ensure that we have all necessary protective
measures in place. The government and Public Health England have set out a system of controls
that all schools must follow.
Prevention:
1)

minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do
not attend school

2)

clean hands thoroughly more often than usual

3)

ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach

4)

introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using
standard products such as detergents and bleach

5)

minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible

6)

where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)

Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time.
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their
particular circumstances.
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances.
Response to any infection:
7)

engage with the NHS Test and Trace process

8)

manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community

9)

contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice

Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant.

Feedback
We are all in this together and if you have any constructive feedback or suggestions for how we
can do things better please do get in touch with your school office or Headteacher so that we
can all work together to ensure that our schools are as safe as they can possibly be.

5

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
Is attendance compulsory?
Yes. Attendance is now compulsory and parents may be fined if they don’t send their children to
school. The guidance says:
“In March when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, we made clear no parent would be penalised or
sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school.
Now the circumstances have changed and it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the
longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development.
Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher overall absence tend to
achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the
beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including:
•

parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil at school and
they are of compulsory school age;
schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence
the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct”

•
•

What should I do if I have concerns about my child returning to school or my child is
anxious about returning?
Please speak to your child’s teacher or the headteacher to share your concerns. They will be
able to reassure you about the safeguards that the school have put in place to protect children,
staff and their families. Leicestershire County Council have published some guides for parents
with practical information about returning to school and advice about dealing with worries and
anxiety which are available from this link:
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/news/information-on-schools-reopening-for-leicestershirefamilies

What if my child or a member of my household is in one of the vulnerable categories?
Shielding was paused on 1st August which means that children who are on the shielded list
themselves or live with someone who has been shielding can return to school. See the link below
for the latest advice.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremelyvulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

Will before and after school care be available?
Please check with your child’s school.
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COVID-19 Symptoms
a new, continuous cough
a high temperature
a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste of smell

Self-Isolation Rules
Person displaying symptoms

Other members of their household

Stay at home for at least 10 days

Stay at home for at least 14 days

Do you still have a high temperature?
YES

NO

Has someone else in the household
developed symptoms?
YES

Keep selfisolating until
your temperature
returns to normal

There is no need
to continue to
self-Isolate

You do not need to self-isolate if you only have a cough or
anosmia after 10 days, as these symptoms can last for several
weeks after the infection has gone

Person showing
symptoms must
stay at home for
at least 10 days
from the start of
their symptoms

NO

There is no need
to continue to
self-Isolate

Should a household member develop coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms late in the 14-day household-isolation period (for
example, on day 13 or day 14) the isolation period does not need
to be extended, but the person with the new symptoms has to stay
at home for 10 days.

The full guidance on what to do if someone in your household has symptoms is available here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-homeguidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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Adult

Child

Go home and follow self-isolation rules above for
you and your household

Arrange a test https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested.

Child and their household to follow social
distancing guidelines above

If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting
to be collected, they should use a separate
bathroom if possible. The bathroom should be
cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning
products before being used by anyone else.

Call the child’s parents to collect them. Call 999
if they are seriously ill.

If it is not possible to isolate them, move them
to an area which is at least 2 metres away from
other people.

Move the child to a room where they can be
isolated behind a closed door, depending on
the age of the child and with appropriate adult
supervision if required. Ideally, a window should
be opened for ventilation.

If a child or adult develops symptoms

NEGATIVE

Inform the school immediately
and isolate for at least 10 days
from the onset of symptoms.
Other household members
should self-isolate for 14 days.

Child/adult may return to school and end selfisolation for themselves and their household.

If a staff member has been diagnosed as
having COVID-19 and there is reasonable
evidence that it was caused by exposure at
work this must be reported under RIDDOR as a
case of the disease.
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/riddor-reportingcoronavirus.htm#

Continue to
self-isolate
for the rest of
the 14-day
period

POSITIVE

If someone who has been asked to self-isolate
develops symptoms they should get a test.

Contact the health protection team who will
carry out a rapid risk assessment to identify
anyone who has been in close contact with
the infected person. These adults or children
will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for
14 days. Other household members don’t need
to self-isolate unless the child or adult develops
symptoms.

NEGATIVE

POSITIVE

What to do if your child feels unwell

COVID-19 Symptoms:
• high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you
do not need to measure their temperature)
• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual)
• loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Flu Symptoms:

Cold Symptoms:

Allergy Symptoms:

• high temperature

• cough

• cough

• dry cough

• runny or stuffy nose

• runny or stuffy nose

• runny nose

• watery eyes

• itchy eyes

• headache

• sore throat

• Sneezing

• sore throat

• sneezing

• muscle and joint pain

• aches and pains

IIf you aren’t sure whether your child’s symptoms are COVID-19 or one of the
other ilnesses above please keep them at home and contact NHS 111 for advice.
You can use the online service at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/symptoms/ or call 111.
They will be able to tell you whether your child needs to self-isolate or needs a
COVID-19 test.
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What to do if your child has COVID-19 symptoms
Do they have at least one of the following symptoms?
• a high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back
(you do not need to measure their temperature)
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or
3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough, it may
be worse than usual)
• a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

YES

NO

The whole household must self-isolate at
home

NO TEST AVAILABLE

Contact the school to let them know that your
child has COVID-19 symptoms

Arrange a test https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested.

POSITIVE TEST
Contact the school to let them know that your
child has tested positive for COVID-19

Continue to self-isolate until 10 days from the
start of the symptoms

Do they still have a high temperature?

YES

Keep selfisolating until their
temperature returns
to normal

NO
The child can stop
self-isolating after
10 days and return
to school. Other
members of the
household can stop
self-isolating after
14 days

You do not need to self-isolate if you only have a cough or anosmia after
10 days, as these symptoms can last for several weeks after the infection
has gone
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Contact NHS 111 or your GP
surgery for advice if you have
any concerns. Otherwise your
child can return to school as soon
as they feel well enough.

NEGATIVE
TEST

The child can stop selfisolating and return
to school as soon as
they feel well enough.
Other members of the
household can also stop
self-isolating.

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS AND TESTS
What if I or someone in my household develops COVID-19 symptoms?

Staff and children must not attend school if they have any COVID-19 symptoms
or are self-isolating due to someone in their household showing symptoms.
If you are the first in the household to have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), then you
must stay at home for at least 10 days and arrange to have a test for COVID-19 - see below.
If after 10 days you still have a temperature you should continue to self-isolate and seek
medical advice. You don’t need to self-isolate after 10 days if you only have a cough or a
loss of the sense of smell or taste.
All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house
for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became
ill. If anyone else in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home
for at least 10 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on
in the original 14 day isolation period.
If you have symptoms, try and stay as far away from other members of your household as
possible. It is especially important to stay away from anyone who is clinically vulnerable or
clinically extremely vulnerable with whom you share a household.
Reduce the spread of infection in your home by washing your hands regularly for 20 seconds
using soap and water, or use hand sanitiser, and cover coughs and sneezes.

Can I be tested for COVID-19?
Yes, COVID-19 tests are now available to everyone who develops COVID-19 symptoms.
Whilst waiting for test results you must stay at home self-Isolated. To book a test see: https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested.

What do I need to do if the test is positive?
Please inform your child’s school that they have tested positive and then follow the
procedure above for self-isolating. Anyone who tests positive for coronavirus will be
contacted by NHS Test and Trace and will need to share information about their recent
interactions. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works

What happens if my child has to self-isolate?
The government has asked schools to provide home learning for all children who have to
stay at home to self-isolate. It is important that all children have access to a laptop or tablet
to be able to carry out home learning tasks. Learn-AT is asking local businesses to donate
old laptops that can be given out to families who need them. Learn-AT is developing plans
to provide immediate access to high quality remote learning in these situations and we will
share more information with you about this as soon as it is available.
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What if a child or adult in my child’s bubble or school tests positive for COVID-19?
Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended
the school tests positive for COVID-19. Schools must contact the local health protection team
who will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with the
person during the period that they were infectious and ensure that they are asked to selfisolate.
Based on the advice from the health protection team, schools must send home those
people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising
them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when
they were infectious. Close contact means:
• direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length
of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or
unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin)
• proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15
minutes) with an infected individual
• travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person.
If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness
absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak, and
must continue to work with their local health protection team who will be able to advise if
additional action is required. In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that
a larger number of other pupils self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps
the whole site or year group.

What if a child or adult develops COVID-19 symptoms whilst at school?
If anyone in an education or childcare setting becomes unwell with a new, continuous
cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste of
smell (anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for
households with possible coronavirus infection guidance.

Will schools take children’s temperatures when they arrive at school each day?
No. The DfE guidance says “Parents, carers and settings do not need to take children’s temperatures every
morning. Routine testing of an individual’s temperature is not a reliable method for identifying coronavirus.”

PPE AND OTHER PROTECTIVE MEASURES
What protective measures will be in place in schools?
The government issued new guidance in July on implementing protective measures in
education and childcare settings which recommends:
• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have
coronavirus symptoms (or who have someone in their household with symptoms) do not
attend school
• Cleaning hands thoroughly more often than usual
• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene (“catch it, bin it”)
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• Enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often
• Adhering wherever possible to social distancing measures (including by minimising
contact and mixing by alternating the environment – such as classroom layout – and
timetables, such as staggered breaktimes)
• Engage with NHS Test and Trace

Do staff need to wear PPE?
The DfE has advised that the majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond
what they would normally need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a
distance of 2 metres from others.
PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases including:
• where a child’s care routinely already involves the use of PPE due to their intimate care in
which case the normal PPE should be worn.
• if a child, young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus
while in their setting and needs direct personal care until they can return home:
• A fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2
metres cannot be maintained.
• If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then disposable gloves, a disposable
apron and a fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult.
• If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example from
coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn.

First Aid
Supplies for treating very minor cuts and grazes (plasters, antiseptic wipes, gloves) will be
available in each classroom. This will avoid the need to call in a first aider for very minor
treatment.

Can staff choose to wear their own PPE in the classroom?
Yes, staff are allowed to wear their own PPE in classrooms if they choose to. Any PPE,
including face masks, worn in school must be disposable and meet the standards above. In
particular, homemade or reusable masks are not to be worn in school and “must be removed
by the wearer and placed in a plastic bag that the wearer has brought with them in order to take them home. The
wearer must then clean their hands.”

Can children wear a face mask?
The DfE has advised that children shouldn’t wear face masks because they are too young to
follow the correct procedure for wearing and removing them. The guidance says:
“Based on current evidence, Public Health England does not recommend the use of face coverings in nurseries,
childminders, schools or colleges (except in some specific circumstances). This is because:
•
children, young people and staff are mixing in consistent groups
•
not using them correctly may accidentally increase the risk of transmitting the virus
•
there may be negative effects on communications and therefore on your child’s education
The guidance on face coverings will be kept under review.”
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Any homemade or non-disposable face coverings that staff or children are wearing when
they arrive at school must be removed by the wearer and placed into a plastic bag that the
wearer has brought with them in order to take them home. The wearer must then clean their
hands. If a child arrives at school wearing a disposable, single-use face mask if will need to
be removed on arrival at school and placed in the refuse bin. The wearer must then clean
their hands.

Should parents and carers wear reusable or disposable face coverings when
dropping off or collecting children?
Yes, parents and carers should wear face coverings when on the school site unless they are
exempt from wearing one. The face covering should remain in place for the whole time that
you are on the school site and should not be removed and placed on any surfaces in the
school grounds. Parents and carers will not be allowed to come in to classrooms with their
child unless there are exceptional circumstances, but in these circumstances the parent or
carer must wear a face covering (unless they are exempt) whilst in the classroom and must
not remove the covering until they have left the school site.

What about if a child needs help changing, first aid, intimate care or help cutting up
their food at lunchtime?
The guidance recognises that it might not be possible to maintain a distance of 2m at all
times within each bubble, so if a child needs help with clothing (e.g. putting on a jumper
or coat) it is fine for a staff member to do that. They may wear gloves if that would make
them feel more comfortable or alternatively will wash their hands after touching the child’s
clothing. Disposable gloves and a first aid kit will be provided in each teaching space for
minor cuts and scrapes and a first aider will be available for more serious injuries. PPE will also
be available for any intimate care. All schools will be providing lunches that are easy for the
children to eat without assistance.

SOCIAL DISTANCING FOR PARENTS
Who can accompany a child to school?
Only one adult per family should bring children to school or collect at the end of the day.
Family groups should stay together at all times on the school site.

Do parents and carers have to follow social distancing?
Yes. It is very important that parents and carers maintain social distancing of 2m from all
other adults and children who are not part of their family group, including teachers, at all
times and wear a face covering. Parents and carers will not be able to come into the school
building unless they have a pre-arranged appointment to meet a member of staff. In this
case the parent or carer must wear a face covering unless they are exempt. Each school
will share instructions for which gates to use and how to move around the site, e.g. one-way
systems.
School offices will not be open for parents and carers to ask questions face to face. Parents,
carers and all other visitors to the school will be asked to use telephone or email to contact
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the office. Start and end times for each year group will be staggered to minimise the number
of people on site at any time. There will be markings in playgrounds to help parents and
carers to follow these rules. Detailed instructions for dropping off and collecting your child will
be provided by your child’s school.

What if children start and finish school at different times?
If a family has children in different year groups with different start/finish times all children may
be dropped off and collected at the same time. Your school will provide further advice.

Can older children walk to and from school unaccompanied?
Yes. If your child would normally walk to school and back without an adult they can continue
to do this if you think that they are able to understand and follow social distancing rules.
They should only walk with other children if they are part of the same group in school or if
they can keep 2m apart from each other at all times. If you would like your child to walk
unaccompanied please complete this form to give permission and confirm that you have
discussed how to follow social distancing with them.

Will parents and carers be allowed to drop things off at the office, eg forgotten lunch box?
No – parents and carers will not be allowed into school to do this. If a child forgets their lunch
box they will be given a school meal.

CONSISTENT GROUPINGS FOR CHILDREN
How do consistent groupings work?
When schools expanded their provision in June the group size was 15, but the government
has now advised that due to the decrease in the prevalence of COVID-19 the size of groups
can be increased to a whole class, year group or key stage. The guidance says,
“Consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in contact with
each other to only those within the group. They have been used in schools in the summer term in recognition
that children, and especially the youngest children, cannot socially distance from staff or from each other and
this provides an additional protective measure. Maintaining distinct groups or ‘bubbles’ that do not mix makes
it quicker and easier in the event of a positive case to identify those who may need to self-isolate, and keep that
number as small as possible.”

Do the children need to stay 2m away from each other in their group?
Children will be encouraged not to make contact with each other physically but it will not
be possible to guarantee that they will remain at least 2m apart from each other at all times.
The main protective measures in schools will be to keep children in their consistent groups
and avoid larger gatherings such as whole school assemblies. This will minimise the number of
contacts that each child will have in school. The government guidance says:
“We recognise that younger children will not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is acceptable for them
not to distance within their group.
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Both the approaches of separating groups and maintaining distance are not ‘all-or-nothing’ options, and will
still bring benefits even if implemented partially. Some schools may keep children in their class groups for the
majority of the classroom time, but also allow mixing into wider groups for specialist teaching, wraparound care
and transport, or for boarding pupils in one group residentially and another during the school day. Siblings may
also be in different groups. Endeavouring to keep these groups at least partially separate and minimising contacts
between children will still offer public health benefits as it reduces the network of possible direct transmission.”

Will each group have the same member of staff at all times?
The updated guidance says that teachers and support staff may now work with different
groups of children in order to allow the full curriculum to be taught. This includes specialist
sports coaches and music teachers who work with different groups of children.
“All teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery
of the school timetable... Where staff need to move between classes and year groups, they should try and keep
their distance from pupils and other staff as much as they can, ideally 2 metres from other adults. Again, we
recognise this is not likely to be possible with younger children and teachers in primary schools can still work
across groups if that is needed to enable a full educational offer.”

How do we know that this approach is safe?
Our schools are following the guidance above from the DfE. The DfE has published the
scientific advice behind their decisions in these documents:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/885631/Overview_of_scientific_advice_and_information_on_coronavirus_COVID19.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/886994/s0257-sage-sub-group-modelling-behavioural-science-relaxing-schoolclosures-sage30.pdf

What if the corridor is not wide enough to maintain distance between groups?
The guidance says that “brief, transitory contact, such as passing in a corridor, is low risk.” Most activities,
including assemblies and lunch, will take place in each group’s teaching space to minimise
movement around school. The school day will also be staggered to further minimise these
risks and some schools may set up a one-way system if this is possible in their setting.

Can children mix with children in other groups?
No. Reducing social contacts mean that children can only interact with the children in their
group whilst at school and won’t be able to play with children in other groups.

Will the group interact with each other?
Each group will have their own teaching space in school and their own space in the
playground to play in at break and lunch times. Assemblies will be held in groups and social
distancing measures such as one-way systems and staggered play times will be in place to
minimise contact between groups as they move around school. There will also be staggered
start and end times.
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How will children be kept apart at break times?
Each group will have a marked space in the playground to play in and play time and lunch
time will be staggered to minimise contact with other groups. Children are not expected to
remain socially distanced from others in their group, although direct physical contact will not
be allowed. Adults in each group will remind children of these rules and teach the children
how to play non-contact games.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN
What if a child refuses to come into school or needs emotional or physical support?
Staff will be given guidance on non-contact strategies to calm and comfort a child. If
they are comfortable providing some physical contact, such as holding hands, there is
no problem with them doing this provided that they and the child both wash their hands
afterwards. Staff may also wear gloves if they are available, following the normal PPE
protocol for removal and disposal. Parents and carers will only be allowed into classrooms to
settle their child in exceptional circumstances and must wear a face covering whilst they are
in the school building. This must not be removed until they have left the school site to avoid
cross contamination.

How can we prevent children being alarmed or upset by staff wearing PPE?
Staff will only wear full PPE in the case where a child is displaying symptoms and close contact
is required to supervise them while waiting for them to be collected. As each group of children
returns to school, some lesson time will be given to explaining to them when PPE might be used,
why it is needed and what it looks like to help to reduce any anxiety.

How can staff socially distance with 1-to-1s?
The DfE guidelines recognise that social distancing will not always be possible within a
school context. If physical contact is needed to intervene to keep the child safe, then it is
acceptable for the adult working with them to intervene in this way. Gloves should be worn if
possible, or hands should be washed thoroughly as soon as possible after any contact.

LUNCHTIME
Will children eat lunch at school?
Yes. The children will eat lunch in school but will eat in their groups to reduce the risks of
cross-contamination. Tables will be wiped before and after lunch and children will wash their
hands for 20 seconds before and after eating.

Will school meals be provided?
Yes. Schools will offer a menu of lunches that are easy to eat. Children can also choose to bring
in packed lunch from home. Packed lunches should be brought in a lunch box that is washable
and washed every day.
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Will children still receive free school meals?
Yes, children in Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to be entitled to a free
school lunch under the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme and children whose
families qualify for free school meals will receive a school lunch each day.

HYGIENE
How often will children need to wash hands or use hand sanitiser?
All children will need to wash or sanitise their hands frequently throughout the day including
on arrival at school, after playing outside, before eating (including any snacks) and after
visiting the toilet, Schools are installing hand sanitiser dispensers to ensure that they are easily
accessible.

Will children share towels?
No. Where hand dryers are not available, disposable paper towels will be provided.

Other precautions
Each classroom will also have a supply of tissues and a lidded bin to put used tissues in,
cleaning wipes or cleaning sprays for staff to use to wipe down surfaces and door handles
etc. Toilets, washrooms and other frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned during the
day and schools will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day.
Resources that are shared between classes or groups, such as sports, art and science
equipment will be cleaned frequently and meticulously and always between groups, or
rotated to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours
for plastics) between use by different groups.

Will supplies of cleaning products, PPE, soap, hand sanitiser and paper towels always
be available in all schools?
The trust’s Business Managers have developed a stock management system which will
monitor stock levels of essential products in all schools and ensure that reorders are placed in
sufficient time to avoid any shortages.

How often will schools be cleaned?
In addition to the normal daily clean, frequently touched surfaces, such as toilets, wash
basins and door handles, will have an additional clean by cleaning or site staff during the
day. All Learn-AT schools now have a fogging machine which can disinfect surfaces quickly
and effectively.

How will toys and shared equipment be kept clean?
Toys and soft furnishings that are difficult to clean will be removed from classrooms. Children
will be given their own selection of toys to play with where possible (e.g. Lego) and these will
be cleaned at the end of each day or quarantined by being kept out of circulation for at
least 72 hours before the next use.
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What about reading books?
Each teaching space will have a box labelled with that day’s date for books to be placed in
after use. The next day’s books will be put in a second labelled box and so on for three days.
Each box will be left untouched for 72 hours before putting the books back into circulation to
minimise risks of contamination.

Do I need to wash my child’s clothes every day?
The updated guidance has removed the requirement for clothes to be washed every day.

PRACTICALITIES
Do children need to wear school uniform?
Yes, from the start of the new school year full school uniform should be worn including school
shoes. The guidance says:
“Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods
which are different from normal.”
The usual rules for hair accessories and jewellery will also apply, and particularly avoid
anything that the child might take off during the day and put down on a surface or fiddle
with such as headbands.

Can children bring a water bottle from home?
Yes. We would encourage children to bring in their own water bottle from home which will
be kept on their desk. Parents/carers will be asked to provide a bottle that is large enough to
last all day without being refilled if possible to minimise risks of contamination and make sure
that it is clearly named. Children will also need to be able to open the lid and remove the
top for refilling themselves. Good hygiene including daily washing is important.

Will children need a PE kit?
Yes. Your child’s school will let you know arrangements for this. In some cases children may be
asked to wear their PE kit to school on days when they will be doing PE.

Do children need to bring a book bag or any other equipment?
Yes, children should bring a book bag to carry their reading book in. They won’t need to
bring in any other equipment such as pencil cases.

Can older children bring a mobile phone to school?
We recommend that mobile phones are left at home unless it is absolutely necessary for
them to be brought to school for safety reasons if a child walks alone. Any phones that
are brought in to school will be stored in named plastic ziplock bags to prevent crosscontamination. If you would like your child to walk unaccompanied please complete this
form to give permission for them to bring a phone to school and confirm that you have
discussed how to follow social distancing rules with them.
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Will children be able to bring reading books home?
Yes. Now that the risk of infection is lower, children will bring reading books home as they
normally would.

LEARNING
What will the children be learning in school?

Pupils return to school

Sensitive formative assessment identifies
gaps in learning and informs responsive,
effective teaching

Continual
observation and
dialogue helps build
understanding of
children, their emotional
needs and gaps in
learning
Rich curriculum, effective teaching,

direct instruction & targeted intervention
for rapid catch up

Establishment & re-adjustment phase
New expectations, behaviours and
routines taught and practised

PSHE and core academic knowledge,
concepts and skills

Sensitive formative assessment identifies
gaps in learning and informs responsive,
effective teaching

How will schools support mental health and anxiety in children?
Schools will follow a recovery curriculum when children return to school. The Trust or school
will continue to share wellbeing and mental health resources with parents and carers as and
they become available.

Will children sent home activities if they are self-isolating?
The government has asked schools to provide home learning for all children who have to
stay at home to self-isolate. Learn-AT is developing plans to provide immediate access to
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high quality remote learning in these situations and we share more information with you
about this as soon as it is available.

REFERENCES
The DfE guidance:
Covid-19 - Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings
What parents and carers need to know about schools, colleges and other education settings
during the coronavirus outbreak
Guidance for full opening: schools
Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use of
personal protective equipment (PPE)

APPENDIX: What to do if your child develops COVID symptoms
•
•
•

High temperature
New continuous cough
Loss of or changes to the sense of taste or smell

You and your family must stay at home and self-isolate. Don’t send your child to school.
If your child develops symptoms while self-isolating following close contact with an infected
person please still inform the school.
1.

Organise a COVID-19 test by calling 119 or order online at https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test

2.

Contact your child’s school to let them know that your child has symptoms – either
telephone the school office by telephone in school hours or out of hours email the
following address:
Blaby Stokes: covidquestions@bsp.learnat.uk
Church Langton: covidquestions@clp.learnat.uk
Great Bowden: covidquestions@gba.learnat.uk
Husbands Bosworth: covidquestions@hbs.learnat.uk
Lubenham: covidquestions@las.learnat.uk
Market Harborough: covidquestions@mha.learnat.uk
Meadowdale: covidquestions@mdw.learnat.uk
Red Hill Field: covidquestions@rhf.learnat.uk
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Ridgeway: covidquestions@rpa.learnat.uk
St Andrew’s: covidquestions@sta.learnat.uk
South Kilworth: covidquestions@sta.learnat.uk

POSITIVE TEST RESULT –
Contact the school immediately either telephone the school office in school hours or out of
hours email the above address for your school.
Your child must self-isolate for 10 days from the onset of symptoms and the rest of the
household must self-isolate for 14 days – follow the guidance below.
The school will contact the Local Health Prevention Team who will work with the
headteacher to risk assess the situation and decide which adults and children have been in
close contact with the confirmed case. These adults and children need to self-isolate for 14
days and will be contacted as soon as possible by email and text message. If they remain
well, only the child or adult who has been in close contact with the confirmed case needs to
isolate - the rest of the household don’t need to unless the child or adult goes on to develop
symptoms.
All other families with children at the school will be informed of the confirmed case in a
separate email. These children can continue to attend school as normal.
To protect the confidentiality of the adult or child we will not share any information about
their class, year group or any other identifiable information with the wider community. We
will also not share information on our school websites or social media pages. Everyone who
needs to be informed will be informed.

NEGATIVE TEST RESULT –
Your child can return to school if they feel well enough to do so and the rest of the family can
stop self-isolating.

For more information 
Government guidance on what to do if a member of your household has COVID-19
symptoms: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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